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Learning Russian with a Teaching Assistant

YAMAMOTO Yuki*

This paper describes an educational approach utilizing teaching assistants (hereafter “TAs”) adopted at Toyama

National College of Technology. The purpose of introducing TAs was to increase student speaking opportunities during

class and enhance learning motivation. The subjects were 22 first-year students who had begun studying Russian as a

second foreign language approximately one month prior, with four TAs participating in the classes. The majority of

class time was devoted to reviewing previously learned content, incorporating game elements to create an enjoyable

learning environment. Analysis of student questionnaires revealed that, overall, students were satisfied with the classes

where TAs participated and felt they could perceive their own progress through these sessions. Therefore, the objectives

of the classes can be considered achieved.
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