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A Study on the Representation of Girl: Kara Jiird’s " Shojo Kamen"

KUBO Yoko*

This paper focuses on the representation of women, especially girls, in Kara Juro’s " Shojo Kamen" (The Mask
of a Young Girl). I surveyed girl culture in the 1960s, such as Takarazuka Revue and girl manga, to confirm their
influence on Kara's works. The girls he writes about in his essays and plays are characterized by mimicry and artifice.
For Kasugano as an actress in Takarazuka, to pretend to be a girl is to deny becoming a mother and to escape the female
gender role. The duality of her real body as a mother and her theatrical body as a girl represents the conflict between
conformance and resistance to conventional gender roles. I also discussed the marginality of the story's ending, in

which Kasugano cannot find the body she seeks, from a gender perspective.
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