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Fundamentals in teaching Comprehensive English for high school students
YAMAMURA Hiroto*

English language teaching in Japan has undergone many reforms over the past three decades under the slogan
of ‘communicative language teaching’, which has been interpreted as an emphasis on oral skills in the classroom.
Research has suggested, however, that the English proficiency of the Japanese students has been declining.

The purpose of this paper is to discuss some of the beliefs underlying the teaching of Comprehensive English
class that has been taught by the author in National Institute of Technology, Toyama College, Imizu campus. I would
argue that striking the optimal balance between learning by using English as a medium of communication in the
classroom and an explicit instruction of the English grammar and lexis through translation is crucial. To be specific,
issues to be discussed include: (1) the way in which English is utilised in the classroom, (2) the maximisation of
students’ output, (3) the use of translation to understand English grammar and (4) the teaching of pronunciation.
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I began to feel out of place at school when I was in junior
high school. I was not interested in Japanese pop idol
music, which was popular in my class. I had loved
reading foreign literature ever since I was a child, but

none of my classmates shared my passion. (p. 7)
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Well, she began to feel out of place at school when she
was in junior high school. When you are out of place,
how do you feel? Maybe, lonely, because you feel you
are alone in the classroom. She was not interested in
Japanese pop idol music. Can you tell me examples of
pop idol music in Japan? Yes, Arashi, AKB 48,...for
example. She didn’t like them but other students in her
class loved them. This means she didn’t share her
interest with her classmates. So, she felt out of place.
Instead, she loved foreign literature. Can you give me

some examples of foreign literature? Yes, Agatha
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