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Abstract
ウェブ２．０は人々のフィールドを平等にし、ユーザーは自身のコンテンツを作り、企業は低価格化や一部の無料

提供を強いられた。ビジネスマンがウェブ２．０を使って企業努力をしている間、一般人はインターネットからの無
限なる無料情報とリソースの恩恵を受けてきた。この論文の目的は、インターネットでの膨大な数のビジネス英語
リソースについて調べ、高等専門学校生に最大の利益をもたらすものを指し示すことである。特に、ニュースウェ
ブサイト、他の教育ウェブサイト、ブログ、ウィキ、RPG（ロールプレイングゲーム）、株式市場シミュレータ、
およびポッドキャストを取り上げる。さらに、教育場面における有用性、研究への有効性、および費用の３点につ
いても考察する。

Introduction
Web１．０introducedustowebsitesande-commer-

ce,companiesgeneratedmostofthecontentandwe
(theconsumers)oftenpaidaheftypricefortheserv-
ices.Web２．０leveledtheplayingfield,we(theusers)
couldnowgenerateourowncontent,andcompanies
wereforcedtolowertheirpricesorprovidethemfor
free.Whilethoseinbusinessarestillstrugglingwith
howtomakemoneyfrom Web２．０,thosestudying
businessandlanguageareblessedwithanendlesssup-
plyofinformationandresources.
Thepurposeofthispaperistosurveythe

Internet'svastnumberofbusinessEnglishresources,
andhighlightthosewhichwillbeofthemostbenefitto
studentsattheToyamaNationalCollegeofMaritime
Technology.Thesurveylooksatnewswebsites,
language-learningwebsites,blogs,wikis,RPGs[role-
playinggames],stockmarketsimulatorsandpodcasts.
Focuswillbeonthreepoints:theirusefulnessinan
educationalsetting,theireffectivenessforstudyand
theircost(nothing).

TraditionalNewssources
Almostallmajornewspapersandmagazinesoffer

bothpartial[free]andfull[usuallyrequiresapaidsub-
scription]onlineaccesstotheirinformation.Thoseof
particularrelevancetobusinessareTheNewYork
Times１,TheInternationalHeraldTribune２,TheWall
StreetJournal３,NikkeiShimbun４,theFinancialTimes５

andForbes６.
However,theseregularwebsitesareoftenadiffi-

cultreadforevenEnglishnative-speakers.Afewex-

traclickssometimesrevealsitesespeciallytailoredfor
youthandtheclassroom.TheNYTimesstudentsite７

offerssummariesofdailynewsalongwithactivities
suchasWordoftheDay,DailyNewsQuizandCross-
wordPuzzle.TheWallStreetJournaloffersaclass-
roomedition８withseparateloginscreensforteachers
andstudents.Whilethestudentresourcesarefree,
teachersmustsubscribetoaccessvalue-addedserv-
icessuchasteacher'smanualsandquizzes.
TheTVnetworksareslightlyfriendliertoeduca-

tion.CNN hasaStudentNewssection９ whichoffers
videowithtranscripts,questions,quizzes,learningac-
tivitiesandone-pageprints.MSNBChasdevelopedan
educationalsitecalledHotchalk１０ whichincorporates
thenewsintoane-learningmanagementsitewhich
hasavastlibraryofeducationalcontentandprovides
administrativetoolsforteachers.

Less-TraditionalSources
Whilethereisadebate１１overwhetherornotthe

informationfoundonblogsisreliable,therecanbeno
doubtthattheyareanimportantsourceofinforma-
tion.Nottoolongago,manymajornewssourcesdis-
missedtheirrelevance.Butnowmostofthesesame
companiesincorporateblogsintotheirveryownweb-
sites.Thefactthatanybodycanblogdoesmakeitdiffi-
culttoverifytheircredibility.Ontheotherhand,itis
thisopennessthatallowsreadersthechancetoaccess
unrestrictedinsightintojustaboutanythingonecould
possiblythinkof.Itgoeswithoutsayingthatitisnear-
to-impossibletorevieweveryblogandreportonthe
bestasthereappeartobeabout７０，０００，０００onthe
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Internet１２.Herearesomethatfocusonbusinessand
Japan:

煙Ampontan:http://ampontan.wordpress.com/about/
煙Asiajin:http://asiajin.com/blog/
煙JapanEconomyWatch:http://japanjapan.blogspot.
com/

煙JapanMarketingNews:http://www.japan-
marketingnews.com/

煙ObservingJapan:http://www.observingjapan.com/

Wikis,likeblogs,havebecomeverypopularde-
spiteattacksfrom theestablishedprintindustry１３.
Wikipedia１４ isavailablein２６６languages,withover
３．３millionentriesinEnglishandJapanesealone１５.Itis
oftenthefirstpointofreferenceforbothstudentsand
teachers.Whileitdoesnotspecializeinbusiness,itis
highlylikelythatanytermyouaresearchingcanbe
found.AWikithatdoesspecializeinbusinessandfi-
nanceiscalledwikinvest１６.Itcontainsalotofinforma-
tionaboutcurrentbusinessnews,thestockmarket
andalsohasatabcalledMoneySchoolwhereonecan
learnaboutpersonalfinanceandthingslikethat.Final-
ly,theFreeDictionary.com,whichisverysimilarly
structuredtoWikipedia,offersafinancialsection１７

withthousandsoftermsandlinks.

ImprovingLanguageSkills
Tomakefulluseoftheavailableresourcesonthe

Internet,itisimportanttohaveafirmgraspofthere-
quiredvocabularyandlisteningskills.Therearemany
sitesthatcanbeaccessedtohelpimproveyourbusi-
nessEnglishability.Mostoftheserequireaquickfree
registrationornoregistrationatall.Pleasebecareful
though,thesesitesareusuallysupportedbyadvertise-
ments,andclickingonexternalsitelinkstakesyouto
signupsitesthatusuallyrequiremoney.
TheTOEICtestisprimarilytargetedtoassess

thelanguageskillsneededfortheglobalworkplace１８.
Therefore,studyingforTOEICmeansyouarestudy-
ingbusinessEnglish.Oneofthemoreattractivesites
forstudyingbusinessEnglishisSmart.fm１９.Thissite
isavailableinbothanEnglishandJapaneseinterface
andcontainsmorethan２５０businessEnglishlistsand
closeto１０００TOEICreferences.Smart.fm tracksyour
progressandtestsyourknowledgewithavarietyoflis-

tening,dictationandflash-cardtypeactivities.

OpenEnglishWorldisasitethatwillhelpyoulearn
idiomsandbusinessjargon２０.BetterEnglishLessons２１

providesresourcesandquizzesforavarietyofbusi-
nesssituationsandoffersfreeEnglishlessonsbye-
mail.English-Test.net２２offerscloseto７００freetestsus-
ingover３４００wordsnecessaryfortheTOEICtest.
EnglishGrammarOnline２３presentstheirbusinessre-
sourcesin３ sections:communication,grammarand
businessEnglishinfo.Itfeaturessituationalwordlists
andaveryuniqueBusinessLetterGeneratorinwhich
youcancompleteagenericbusinessletterjustby
choosingfromoptionsindrop-boxes.

NonstopEnglish２４iscomprisedofalargenumber
ofquizzesandexercisesforlearningvocabulary.The
BBC２５ hassomeexcellentresourcesspecializingin
BritishEnglishattheirsite,asdoesLinguarama.
Theyareacompanywhichspecializesinprofessional
languagetraining,andtheyprovidelearnerswitha
freeonlinemagazinenamedPostscript.２６About.com２７

provideswordlists,sampleconversations,andmore
fromthebusiness,commercial,financial,andlegalsec-
tor.Finally,EvaEastonhascompiledacomprehensive
site２８ withlinkstobusinessEnglish,aswellastopics
suchascountries,currencyandeconomics.

Podcasts
Podcastsaredifferentfrom thepreviousre-

sourceslistedsimplybecausetheyarenotwebsites.
Podcastsareaudioand/orvideofilesthatcanbedown-
loadedfromawebsiteviaanInternetconnection.De-
pendingonthetypeofmp３playeroriPodthatyou
have,youmaynotevenneedacomputertodothis.Al-
ternatively,podcastscanalsobeenjoyedwithona
regularcomputer.Acommonmistakeistothinkthat
podcastscanonlybeplayedonaniPod;thisisnotthe
case.But,ifyoudohavesometypeofportable
music/videoplayerthenpodcastsaregreatforlearn-
ingonthego.
Againthereavarietyofpodcastswithlanguage

resources,butherethefocuswillbeontwotypes:busi-
nessandacademic.WithBusinessEnglishPodusers
canbothlistenandviewpodcasts.Recentpodcasts
havefocusedonbusinessEnglishformeetingsandne-
gotiations,traveling,andaccounting.BusinessNews
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AsiaprovidesshortvideoclipsselectedfromReuters
Asia.CNNStudentNewspromises１０minutes,with-
outcommercials,withfocusonunderstandingcurrent
eventsandencouragingstudentparticipation.
Beginnerswhoaresearchingforsomethingalit-

tlemorebasic,thenWeblishproducestwobilingual
podcasts.IdiomaniafocusesonidiomsandVocabulary
Generatorpresentsthematicallyrelatedvocab.Ad-
vancedlearnershavemanymoreoptionstochoose
from,possiblethemostimportantofthesecanbeac-
cessedthroughiTunesUniversity.Hereyoucanfind
academicpodcastssuchasbeginner'smicro-andmac-
roeconomicscourses,MBA and otherleadership
courses,lecturesfrom world-leadingauthoritiesand
much,muchmore.Thesepodcastsareprovidedby
someofthebetteruniversitiesintheworld,including
MIT,UCBerkeley,Yale,TheDukeSchoolofBusiness,
Wharton,Oxford and theNationalUniversity of
Singapore.

PuttingitintoPractice
Beforeyougooutintothebusinessworld,you

mightwanttopracticewhatyoulearned.Andwhile
youarepracticing,youcanhaveabitoffuntoo.Free
OnlineGames２９ hostsasitewhereyoucanaccess
manybusinessandmanagingsimulationflashgames
whichrequirenodownload.OneoftheseisSimLemon-
ade３０Days,agamewhichplacesyouasthesole-
ownerofalemonadestand.Yourjobistomakethe
mostprofityoucanfromsellinglemonadeoverape-
riodof３０days.Whilefunandaddictive,inthisgame
youwillalsolearnthevalueofprice-setting,profitmar-
gins,andminimizingcosts.

OreNoRyomiisagamewhichislittlemorecom-
plex,andrequiresadownload.Inthisgameyouarea
restaurantowner,whereyouhavetodoeverything
from washingdishes,servingcustomersandeven
catchingthieves.Thisgamefocusesonentrepreneur-
ship,businessstrategy,andcustomerservice.Food
Forceisa３０minutegameproducedbytheWorld
FoodOrganizationwhichenhancesprojectmanage-
ment,strategicthinking,anddecision-makingskills.
VirtualStockExchangetestsyourskillsasaplayeron
theAmericanstockmarket.Youaregivensomemon-
ey,withthegoalofmakingmore.Youchooseyour
stocksandtheresultinggainsandlossesarederived
fromtheactualperformanceofthemarket.

Conclusion
Web２．０hasbeenablessingforstudentsandedu-

cators.Whilethereisastruggletocreateaprofitable
businessmodel,thoseinacademiacanbenefitfroma
vastnumberofuseful,freeandeffectiveresources.In
thispaper,Ihaveattemptedtolistwebsites,podcasts
anddownloadswhichIfeelwouldbeofgreatbenefitto
studentsatTNCMT.Butthislistisnotcomplete.And
bythetimeofpublicationmayevenbealittleoutof
date,afterallaccordingtoTechnocrati１．４blogsare
createdpersecond,or１２０，０００perday.３０ Usethere-
sourceshereasabasetobuildupon,andifyoudoin-
deedfindsomethingout-of-dateoryoustumbleacross
awebsite,podcastorgamewhichyouthinkisveryin-
teresting,pleasesendthelinktotheauthorat
cooper.td@toyama-cmt.ac.jp.
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