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Issues in Assessment of English Abilities

Hil HE‘?‘ *
AOYAMA Akiko

The focus of educational assessment has been shifting from rating to supporting students’ learning.
In English teaching and learning, new ways of assessments, such as criterion-referenced asséssment,
task-based assessment‘ and continuous assessment have also began to be employed. The objective of
this paper is to report on the issues in the new movement in assessment of students’ English abilities.

The subjects are as follows: 1) the criterion-reference assessment, which was prescribed in the Course

of Study for foreign languages, 2) proficiency tests and their characteristics; TOEFL, TOEIC and STEP
English Proficiency Test are surveyed. 3) introduction of task-based teaching and task-based

assessment as a new way of encouraging the students’ use of English for communication.
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In some programs that we know of, TOEFL or
TOEIC test scores are used as pre-tests and
post-tests for individual courses as well as to
assess gain. In most cases, these tests will not be
appropriated for such purposes. They are
norm-referenced tests, which are by definition,
very general tests, and therefore, much of what is
being tested on TOEFL or TOEIC will not be
directly related to what the students are studying
in a particular course.
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