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Nature of the Meiji National Standard of English Teaching
—An Analysis of The 1911 Middle School English Teaching Guideline—
NISHIHARA Masahiro*

The 1911 Middle School English Teaching Guideline had strengthened its emphases on nationalistic
moral education and on practical, immediate orientation to middle school English. This was a political response
against the rise of decadent youth called ‘Koto Yimin’, which was looked at as a threat to national unity and identity
in the context of expanding Japan’s postwar imperialistic economy. The key source of information adopted to
transform middle school English in that direction featured a further transfer of ‘speech primacy’, the object-lesson
technique, and phonetics. Paradoxically, these Western achievements, originally characterised by its educational value
as independence and individual, were to be employed by Japanese authority, with a view to instilling nationalistic

moral discipline in the youth, thus constituting a peculiar Japanese version of the ‘Natural Method’.
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