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Nature of The 1902 Middle School English Teaching Guideline

NISHIHARA Masahiro*

The 1902 Middle School English Teaching Guideline grew out of the two conflicting views on middle

school education; a ‘higher general education’ view held by Dairoku Kikuchi as against middle school education as

practical and as connected to the reality of the middle class, proposed by Masatard Sawayanagi. The Guideline, as it

turned out, featured ‘speech primacy’ underlying its practical and immediate orientation to middle school English,

while freshly incorporating elements of Western practice such as the object-lesson technique and ‘Realien’ from

the German reformed practice, thus constituting a departure from the Japanese traditional text-centred language

teaching for quite a modern national standard of middle school English.
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