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Trends and Views on ‘English’ in Japan’s Contemporary Industry 
—Towards a Collaborative Communication with School English— 

NISHIHARA Masahiro* 
 

This article is an attempt to identify the usage of English in Japan’s contemporary ‘globalizing’ industry, 

with a view to looking for ways in which well-informed English teaching practice can be approached in school 

English environments. Three distinctive categories have been identified representing English teachers’ concern as to 

the trends and views on English in Japan’s industry: A general picture of how English is used in Japan’s enterprises 

of varying types, content and levels of English demanded for global business, and in-house English training systems. 

The author suggests the need for a constructive communication between industry and school English, as well as 

some other issues concerning researching industry English. 
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