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Meiji Authorities’ Views of English Teaching
—Yoshisaburo Okakura and Naibu Kanda—
NISHIHARA Masahiro*

Yoshisaburd Okakura’s and Naibu Kanda’s views of English teaching are examined and compared, below.
Their impacts on the historical development of Japan’s English teaching during the Meiji Period cannot be
overestimated in terms of their working close to and as policy-makers, and of being strong advocates for practitioners.
Both Okakura and Kanda looked at the ‘Natural Method’ as a crucial source of information in order to transform
Japan’s traditional foreign language teaching. As it turned out, each had designed a totally different system of the
way English should be taught. While Kanda valued the cultivation of modern individuals, Okakura used English
teaching as a means of educating the ‘Japanese Spirit’, which eventually dominated as Japan’s distinctive features in

English teaching.
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IR BB T & & ST, [EEEFE B
W7 U HE<H, B, HGE, BSERT U
NHEL LT BV MR VESGE TR N =
S ERAREE ) =T T X IE N AR EE
T th 4 Bl 2 =BFFEAN TGP LT S F Y| O, 72
ABRNTET THICE S & LT, HIFEOHIE
BIEZEOIVWS ZETIHRELRVWEEF LTS,
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UBGRANERE T T T il T AEH ) Th)T
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LEWVHRBUFENIZERH L TWD, ZHLTC, 5
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BOIRRERO 2R EZHINCETRET D200
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without saying that placing difficult text-books in the

, ‘Now, in this plan of teaching, it goes

hands of the pupils is out of the question. As they
advance from the elementary stage, easy histories,
biographies, books of travel, &c, books which they can
read with interest, should be made the means of their
progress in Conversation, Composition and Direct
Reading’™”, AfEDS THULBR | A FF o THied L MM
BIROREL SN TS, ZOREIZEIRDIZ
BWT, BN, Bz, FATRES, ZHRY v L
INEDHRLIRD 5 HDTH S,
ZOLT, Ao TE), AEONEITE X )
JHVGEBIRIC L > TDH, HOFEMENER
INDEMBITBEZ D, EOsIHICRKIT T
WD L HIZFEBL L7z, ‘The real mastery of idiomatic

»(40)

English can be attained only by this method, and not by
tussling with a dictionary. The vocabulary which a
student acquires by this method of cultivating the habit
of direct reading is truly his own. Thoughts and their
symbols are one in his mind’“? (FausEs), [HIZF
HEHGO LD, T7bb, &AL ERNTEREE
T EEEFENOEDITRD) 2L, MEN
ST EITROTER TH T, 22, TFF
2TV Ay R ACARIAD BT B ER O
TERS Se5E BT HHEEMMELE L TEMS N
TWHZEaRhEDDHLILENTED,

b (1983) I3t EODhEE THERAT AU S
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looked at askance, their sphere of activity being

the returned students from America were

considerably narrowed. Mr. Kanda was one of those
who suffered from this and if he failed to achieve a
greater success in his undertaking than he did, the fault,
I am sure, was not entirely his’™®, FA > Z4idi & L
ToRE B ARIZBWT, REBUADZERIZ LT
7o, MHEEZWDET DT AV DREERERETZH O
TEEAHIR I N EENILTW D, WANEIRET
ZOoMERL TS,

of vision who could point out to the people that

5(45)

‘If Japan had had at that time men

Germany was not the only country from which we
could learn, and that England and America also had
much to teach us, and if such men had given a free hand

socially to such as Mr. Kanda, I think the Japanese

would be better off today than they actually are’“®,
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